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1. luring & recent meeting of the lLxecutive Commititee of the Confederacion de

Trebajadores de Colombia (CTC) the current labor situation in Venezuela
wes discusscds Pedro Je« fbella, Secretary-Genersl, steted thet he had
Inowvm for some time thet the Venezuelan lebor movement wes divided. He
had obteined his information froma rerort submitted by Jeime Rubio after his
return from the Petroleum Congress held in Tempico, lexleo, in Septembers

. Lntonio Garcie Sslazar, Secretery=General of the Venezuelan Confederation of
Yetroleum i.orkers, had advised Rubio that m serious split existed in the
Venezuelen labor movement es & result of intrigues instigated by forelgn
0il companiese

2. ibella stated that no partioculsr sipgnificence was attached to the information
at that time, but in the light cf leter developments it proved to be extremely
importante &s a result of tho workers not being united, the recent military
coup was made much easiere ibella stated thut he felt personally responsible
for not having fostered closer relations between the CTC enc tho Confederation
of Venezuelen \.orkerss IHe believed that the Colombian labor leaders might
heve been tble tusolve some of the differences among the Venezuelan workerss

3. The CTC is desirous of helping the Venezuelen unions if at all possible, but
is prohibited by law from intervening directly in such matierse As' & result,
Abelle, Carlos Lrturc Apguirre, end Victor Julio lerchen have persuaded the
leaders of the lovimiento Popular Liberal (MPL) to orgenize a group of

" colombian workers to be kmown as the "Legion Jorpe Kliecer Galten Pro-l.iberacion

de Venezucla". The Legion will include all workers who wish to aid the
Tonezuslen laborers'! cause in the event of open resistence anc¢ civil war
between the laborers end the present militery povermment in that country.
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